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Questions to Ask Before Hiring a Lawyer

The calm, strategic questions that tell you everything you need to know.

Why This Tool Exists

Hiring a lawyer is a high-trust, high-stakes decision. These questions help you move
beyond credentials—so you can choose someone who sees the full picture and holds it
with care.

You're not interviewing them to impress.

You're checking whether they can hold your story—and your future.

What to Ask (and Listen Closely To)

Communication & Containment

e How will we communicate between appointments?

e What's your response time if something urgent happens?

e  What can | expect from you emotionally—are you more direct, more collaborative,
more contained?

Clarity & Expectations

e Can you help me understand the likely pathway from here?
e What do you need from me to make this process efficient and clear?
e What's your approach to conflict, escalation, or mediation?

Cost & Transparency

e  What are your billing structures?
e How do you handle scope creep or unexpected complexity?
e Do you offer fixed-fee, brief consults, or written summaries?

Fit & Strategy

¢ What kind of clients or cases are the best fit for your approach?
e Is there anything in my situation that you think needs urgent containment or
clarity?
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e What would success look like for you in a case like mine?

¢ Client Reminder:

This person may hold your story.
Ask like it matters.

When to Use This

e Before or during your first consult
¢  When you're comparing legal professionals
e To prepare emotionally before hiring from fear or urgency

O Legal & Emotional Safety Note

This tool supports emotionally regulated, informed hiring decisions. It does not replace
legal advice or assess professional qualifications. Please consult your state’s legal
regulator for accreditation and complaint processes.
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